Itinerarios policiales en la red multiprofesional
para la prevencién de la delincuencia juvenil.

Police’s itineraries in the multi-professional network
for the prevention of juvenile delinquency.
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ITER Project
Programme of Security and Safeguarding
Liberties — Prevention and fight against crime

www.dip-alicante.esl/iter

In today’s society, violence and juvenile delinquency are complex, multi-
causal and more and more serious problems. The County Council of Ali-
cante, leader of this European project that is framed within the Pro-
gramme Prevention of and Fight against Crime 2007, of the Directorate-
General for Justice, Freedom and Security of the European Commission,
has focused the project mainly on the integration of the Security Forces
within multi-professional networks of support and prevention of juvenile
violence.

The origin of juvenile violence lies in the delegation by the family of the
educational task to the school. The problem arises when teachers prefer
to instruct rather than to educate, since the young does not receive the
necessary education. However, the situation is also controversial when
the teacher acts as an educator, since it is forbidden by the parents of
the minor. So the young takes advantage of the lack of hierarchy to take
control and command (reversed hierarchy).

As a consequence, one often resorts to the police as a substitute of pa-
rental figure, but as they are used to exerting repressive functions, they
wonder what new functions they must assume and how to be more effec-
tive.

The multi-professional networks of support and prevention are necessary
to achieve a decrease of the violent behaviour of the young. In fact, the
integration of the Security Forces has made it possible to considerably
reduce the absenteeism in Educational Centres which have put into
practice protocols of joint action, as well as to reduce street incidents.

A change in police culture

Taking into consideration that this type of experiences has still not
spread to all of the countries of the European Union, the partners of the
ITER European project are trying to promote a change in the police cul-
ture, a greater implication of the police commands, as well as a greater
acceptance of the professional groups that suffer from the consequences
of juvenile delinquency, many of them still consider the Security Forces
as conflict repressors.

The coordination of a multi-professional network, in which the Security
Forces are integrated, will enable to achieve a greater fluency and un-
derstanding, better joint strategies, both towards violent young people
and towards the families that have given up their functions and, in short,
the union of forces in a single direction: to prevent juvenile delinquency.
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9-12.6.2009, Vejle (Denmark)

Partners of ITER together with the
mayor of the city, Leif Skov

6-7.11.2009, Sofia (Bulgaria)
Partners of ITER in the third internatio-
nal meeting
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The project, which is in the phase of implementation and development,
has as main objectives: to increase the implication of the police force in
the prevention of juvenile delinquency, to improve the relationship and
coordination between the different agents that take part in the preven-
tion of juvenile delinquency, to redefine the interactions between police
officers and families of difficult young people, to plan and implement
concrete actions to prevent juvenile violence, as well as to spread re-
sults at national and international levels.

Actions and activities of ITER
Second international meeting of partners

The partners of the ITER project held their second international meeting
in Vejle (Denmark) from 9" to 12" of June. It was attended by different
governmental organisations that work with socially vulnerable children,
familial therapy departments, police offers and social workers, and the
mayor of Vejle, Leif Skov.

During the encounter, the main themes were the following actions of the
project: the designing of a practical-methodological guide to give pre-
ventive courses of juvenile violence, the designing of a didactic video-
game aimed at young people and rich in values, as well as the impor-
tance of carrying out a quantitative research about the families of trou-
bled young people by means of questionnaires.

Moreover, a seminar, focused on initiatives for socially at risk families,
was also held. Various therapists and social workers from a residential
complex in Vejle made their contributions in the field of work with chil-
dren and teenagers. The mayor Leif Skov expressed his satisfaction of
being part of the ITER project, since it implements programmes and ser-
vices that are designed to give the young and children the best possible
conditions, both in culture or education, and in health, sports, art...

Third meeting in Bulgaria

On November 6th and 7th, the third international meeting of the partners
of the ITER project took place in Sofia (Bulgaria).

To make the most of the meeting between the partners of the project,
the 11l Seminar of this project was held on the 6", in which various repre-
sentative members of the towns of Sofia and Mezdra presented exam-
ples of good practices for the prevention of juvenile violence. Among the
important speakers were present Irena Dimitrova, from the Administra-
tion Council of the municipality and Antoaneta Apostolova, mayor of
Slatina district.

Later on, two visits were carried out: the first one was to the centre for
children who have undergone violence. The director of this centre,
Simeon Krastev, explained the procedure and the required conditions so
that the children can be accommodated in the institution, and detailed
the work done by the psychologists and tutors with the minors aged 4-
18. The second visit made by the partners of the ITER project was to a
centre of difficult children.
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LINKS

Alicante County Council
www.ladipu.com

Instituto de la Familia Dr. Pedro Herrero
www.ifphalicante.es

National Association of Municipal Emplo-
yees of Bulgaria
www.namcb.org

Videscenter for Integration
www.vejle.dk

Latina Town Hall
www.comune.latina.it

Fundacion Comunidad Valenciana-
Regién Europea
www.uegva.info
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INTERNATIONAL
JUVENILE JUSTICE
OBSERVATORY

Internacional Juvenile Justice
Observatory
WWW.0ijj.org

DIPUTACION
DE ALICANTE

VIFINY

Videnscenter for Integration

Fur
Comunidad Valenciana

CITTA DILATINA e

©Copyright 2009 - Fundacion Comunidad Valenciana-Region Europea




